11

also been broadly divided into two main sections
- Karmakanda and Jnanakanda. The Kar"
makanda deals with sacrifices and other relig-
ious rites. Each Veda consists of Sanshitas,
BrahmanaSy and Aranyakas.

The Rig Veda Samhita has 1017 hymns.
They are prayers to God. The Yajur Veda and the
Sama Veda. Samhitas are said to be several but
only a few of them are available now. The Athar-
vana samhitas have incantations to deal with evil
spirits.

The Brahmanas are prose texts explaining
die meaning and purpose of sacrifices and the
method of performing them. The Brahmanas by
Aitereya and Jaimini are important.

The Aranyakas are forest texts intended for
the use of old men in forests.

The Jnana Kaanda consists ofUpanishads
which are considered to be the end ofVedas or
Vedanta. The Upangas, the Vedangas, the UpaVe-
das and Smriti texts help us understand the Ve-
das. Smriti means what is to be remembered.
What are Upanishads Sir?
'Upa'means near; 'ni1 means certainly; 'sat1 means
removes. The disciple sits near the teacher and
gets the knowledge which certainly drives away
his miseries and ignorance, and gives him ever-
lasting bliss near God. Upanishad also means
that this knowledge got from the teacher will
certainly help the soul reach the Highest Self or
God.

The Upanishads are said to be 108 in number,
but the ten Upanishads namely Isa, Kena, Kata,
Prachna^ Mundaka. Mandoogya/Taittireeya,